Joy’s July ‘08 Memo

Let Freedom Ring

The Fourth of July doesn’t create a lot

of excitement here in Kenya, where I'm based We hold these truths to
now. Independence Day in Kenya is be self-evident, that all
December 12t%. Instead of enjoying fireworks men are created equal,
and a barbecue over the 4" of July holiday that they are endowed

weekend, I thought about what it means to be

free. What does it mean? by th,e 1r Cre.a tor with
certain unalienable

Are you free if you are trapped in the bonds of l’ightS, that among these

poverty and can’t adequately feed your family are Life, Liberty and the

or send your children to school? Are you free if Pursuit of Happiness.

you’ve never heard that God loves you? Is an
unalienable right having access to clean water?

A're you free if you are afraid your neighbor il:ee domanstat e in which

will harm you? somebody is able to act and live
as he or she chooses, without

These are things people in East Africa struggle being subject to any, or to any

undue, restraints and restrictions
2. release or rescue from
being physically bound, or from
being confined, enslaved,
captured, or imprisoned

with each day. Thank you for your support
that allows me to work toward alleviating some
of these hindrances to true freedom.

Setting the captives free with the Word of God

Last week I talked by phone with an SPLA (Sudanese
People’s Liberation Army — the army of South Sudan)
chaplain who had just attended a training led by one of
our Bible Distribution Coordinators. This chaplain
told me that being given a Bible was like being given a
spiritual gun to fight the unseen enemy in Sudan. He
was thrilled with the training he had just received and
asked if we can send someone into the barracks to train
chaplains and soldiers how to study the Bibles we have
given the army. Pastor Simon has added this to his list
@ of places to train.

As of June 30th the Bible Distribution Team has
trained 7,944 volunteer Reading Group Leaders and
distributed 190,034 Bibles. We are three-quarters of
the way through this project — Praise the Lord!

We are now developing a follow-up session to
reinforce what was taught in the first training and
evaluate the effectiveness of our training. In May I
was able to visit with several staff and meet with some
of the church leaders who had been trained.




Tenwek News

Last month my sister, Linda, visited me and made a quick trip to Tenwek. She wanted to visit with
the staff, especially Jonathan, Reuben, Andrew and Monica, who she helped host when they visited
the US. They are all doing well and send their Fes

greetings to the many friends they made while
assisting me on my Homeland Ministry Assignment.
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schools to have access to clean water. oy 2000 ¢

Linda also gave several homemade quilts to the 3
Tenwek staff to distribute to the Internally Displaced People (IDP) in their area. These were
donated by women in Indiana who use their craft to help needy people around the world.

Kenya Crisis Relief

I continue to oversee WGM'’s crisis relief efforts as we work alongside the Africa Gospel Church to
provide assistance to the IDPs as they rebuild their lives. The focus of activity has changed from
meeting immediate subsistence needs, such as food and blankets, to rebuilding lives. We are
funding iron sheets for roofing in order to rebuild their homes, providing Bibles, and assisting with
small amounts of start up capital for businesses that were destroyed, etc. Thank you to the many
who have given to this fund to help WGM help the Kenya people rebuild their lives and know that
God hasn’t forgotten them in the midst of very trying circumstances.

Freedom ~ it’s a precious gift that we in the West often take for granted. Spiritually and physically
there is a lot of bondage here in East Africa. Thank you for your interest, financial support and
prayers that allow me to be here ~ helping to set the captives free.

Blessings,
1°Y

Prayer Praises and Requests
* Praise for the progress being made in the Bible Distribution Program
* Pray for each one who receives a Bible, that they will take the time to read and study it
* Pray for the implementation of a new Bible Distribution follow-up session and
development of more ministry activities in Sudan
* Praise for the continued ministry of Tenwek Community Health & Development
* Pray for wisdom as WGM assists the Africa Gospel Church in relief efforts in Kenya

Joy’s contact Info Support Address

P.O. Box 76695 World Gospel Mission
Nairobi, 00508 Kenya P.O. Box 948
joy.phillips@wgm.org Marion, IN 46952-0948
Cell phone: +254 733 542 257 WWW.WZIM.org

Joy Phillips serves with World Gospel Mission and Samaritan’s Purse in East Africa




